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“And Others . .. ! "—John T. Nolf

onid Pucsent 22 by C I Rulliet

8 A STORIA BILL " they used ioilrom his inveniion ia nbw a park.
| eall John T. Nolf out west. It| John Nolf lives ia a coltage, on
was'in the days befdse ine movies, | whose front porch he sits and gos-
Bor was Nell a scoul or an Ind;nn‘lnpn with his neighbors snd with
: fighter. He was a|friends from thé city, walching the
'.- s “tramp printer.”| river ripple by. Outl there they call
’.h Bul sven o, !m'.r.l.m not “Astoria Bil” but “Mayor
T hovilas of ths printers|of Grand Detour.”
Nslf had wandered as! He iz on familiar terms with all
widely as helhis neighbors, willy and full of
Thare were naiives of Seatils who homespun philosophy, s sort'of local
had Dever laken & boal down the| Will Rogers without the ehewing
Shast Lo the old iown al the sdge of gum or the lyral. He painia their
b8 wilderness that John Jacob poriraits and he uses them for mod-
Asior, fur trader, had founded—a|c': for his rural pictures, honest and
$0Wn perched on piled and atilis that|sincere, which pul 1o shame the)
B#eded no sewers—The Uifes of Lhe paeudo-rusticity of pajnters beller
Pacific twice a day washed the|pyblicized.
Mreeld and Lhe back yards Nor had | . There is still a thin thread that
*tramp printers” gone Were from|hitches him to his old printshop|
Portland. “Tramp prifilers™ were in days. He s a regular coniributor
he habit of hich-Biking In ihe 15 the “trade ‘paper.” the Inland
baxcars, and in those days no rall-]Printer—characler skeiches of
foad ran in'o Astoris. Jprinters of the old times when
Johm T. Noll had got thére on I}I-\“nhn‘ was & “romance” and pol
Wood-burning freighler. He had jus 5 “wrsde” Not long ago the
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Mok# the furnace with logs nearly
82 big as himsel!, cul deom Lhe bil-|
laons of feet of timber that still iso-
late toria from Portland and
poinis thland He had stayed there,
working in a print sho® for about

publisher of [nland Printer gol a
request frorfl a hospital In Ufe far
wesi for- a couple of the Nolf
sketches g hang on the wally of &
room where an old-lime prinier was
slowly dying. The invalid nad seep

#ix menthi. When ather priniers|ihe reproductions and thoughi he'd
bad tall tales o tell of their wan-|l ke the skeiches, if poasible,” 'to
darings. John Nolf had u taller. He | cheer his last days. They weie senl
bad worked in mythical Astoria S-J_!.nd the Bid man died happier. Noll
often did he boast. that they got|considers this the finest tribule that
fo calling him "A:'.m... BillL” | has been paid him
" ! .

Nolf lost ihe name In the discard Nolf was a printer on the old Chi=|
when he came io Chicags Lrom SP'”"u;n Record in the davs when Iu—[
kane. But he had had foresight not | gene Ficld was st his height. Real|
9 discard any one of hia three kKings | writers scorned the new-fangled |
In the poker game that won him his| writing machines and wrote Lheir
-w fare. For, this time, hr..("}"_" in longhand. Noll was often
.“'l' ride the box cars. He had|given Field's copy sel, for the
Blipulated in his hc-_l. & “firsti-class | poet wrole » microscopic hand and
g% o Chicego.” afd the Lhrec|ihe eves of the young printers were

Be drew were beiter hAD sharper and better able to folfow|
anything his opponent had eR€ept|copy than those of the vetersns, |
ths money lo pay off |  After a while, being ambitious to|

Diustrative of Nolf's trestment_of his neighbers out 8 Grand Detour.

But. it was a one-way fare. John!ldraw and sven lo write, Nolf gave
Nolf hadn't the money to get back|up setting type and went to work ™ — | .
80 Bpokane, 0 he wenl lo work 18 for the Long-Critehiirld adveriising out of Nall'z studio, and over at/an apprentice in a Pendleton print=
Chicage on ihe old Record agency. - The agency specialized in|Grand Detour hif canvases have|ing shop.

g = Ry '::1 s Sesire ojtarm advertising. His “boas” “"finn' since ceased 1o be beholden 10| At 18 he moved on
cofnmie sas! whah | ts the poker| Marco Morfrow, now head of the the great corporations |where, a little latér, he

wager, was 1o sed “real paintings”|Capper publications A - feflow . lion card
that he had heard aboul. When he| worker was Sherwood Anderson, ke A - It was then, armed with the ¢ard
« nights writ-] Nolf, while Astoria Bill” 10 1helyhat insured him a job, at that time,

gaw them at ihe Art Institute of gho was spending hi
Mﬂlﬂ. he got the urge o make ing stories. sending
ime himsell. So, he edlered night|geiting them back with printed re-
Anderson wai writ-]|Denver, i3 no wesdlerner by

down the Pa-|in whatever town he might declds
far inland as{to pull off his coat and go 1o work—s
pirih, | {or sxpemtnced priniefs were sCarce

them out lndll"-"‘"' all up and
cific coast and as

and Saturday classes &t the iR-|jection slips
ptitute, mand, under instruction of||ng advertising copy for farm|any more than are the movie cow-|—he began 1o indulge the wander-
Vanderpoel, developed Bn Interest|samphlets and Nolf was drawing|boys. The place of his nativily iz Al-|lust, inherited from his father

ihat gradually supplanted hig wan-|the pictures olt “made good”|lentown, Pa. He |8 of Dutch stock.| Vicloria, B. C.; Butte, Mont ; Denis

though remote, his ancestors on both [ver, San Francisco, Salt Lake, the
Thén. one day he submiited B8 halding a plow Later Sherwood|side® having fought in the American |fabulous Astoria and innumerable

painting te a jury for mn Institute| Apderson complimented him.for ajrevolution. His falfier was a soldier |other cities 4nd 1owns saw him ub-

oW, | melodramatic skeich of 8 man hold-|at Gettysburg til he got inleo the poker game at
=l was accepted ® John Thomas|ing aloft a bag of money—a favor-

Nolf Sg. was a mining engineer— Spokane and won his fare to Chi-
Wolf says plaintively, “snd 1 was|te sdvertising symbol with Ander-inot of the siripe of Herbert Hoover [cago., “The east,” iy res
. | —bul a practica! workman who ran membered from his boyhood, was a¥

fertust. He was 22 or 13 st the time. | with Morrow by skeiching & man

romantical
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printer in Seatile, he remembers
the rnewspaper on Which he was
working developed a morbid desire
-k of a man mysteriously
dead, lying in _Ahe city's morgue
Nolf volunteered and his grewsome
drawing, produced by the old “chalk |
plate” process, found iis way anto
the columns of the paper II
Oecasronally, too, he would do a
cartoon or a ciricature of something
or somebody that struck his faney
and contribute it o the paper on
which he happened lo be working
But printing, pot “art,"” was his \.-o-|
cation, really -and by choice. |
Throughout his wanderings and
to this day Nolf has been mtnllﬁtrdr
in people rather than places. Mdl
it 1s people and not Iandscapes thal|

Presently he hr\nn'r n prize win- From Long-Critchfield young|an engine in the mines templing to him B8 “1he west™ was |he paints. His neighbors 3t Grand|
r, and he knew then, for sure,'John Nolf went to the Stanley| When John Nolf was about 10|1a the young men irving 1o raise the [Detour intérest him more than the
bat his davs as a "iramp printer”|Clague agency Clague, a Manx-|vears-old the family Is fi Allentown money Lo {ollow ce Grev [f_\'\'J-'\hn Deere park or even Rock Tiv=
vare oveér lorever man of iniellectual resources, had|for the newer munes al Joplin, Mo ladvice er. He feels no need of going 1o Eu-|

a%s |managed 1o corral such accolunls as There John gol hia {ir taste of # % s irope 1o paint quaint French or mad-

Now he lives over at Grand De-| Old Duich Cleanser, Kellogg's|printer’'s ink, though a little stale Nolf ha no par! ilar herjtage of |[European peas g, nor o Mexice

pur, the litile old village in the|health fonds Pabst beer and Calu=|after it reached streel—as &/ "art.” and 1 was not until je ,,,,,-‘ fn search oul rare mountain In-
iver valley where old John met bakin ywder, Nolf did “art newsboy to Chicagn and zaw the pictures aT dian iypes. Grand Detour {olks Gl
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Institute th ke felt anv
be anything other

Art
desire
“tramp printer

moved on & Pén-[the
famous great
John Nolf, euri=|than a

The family soon
Ore
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Ye#re forged hiz first plow in his werk"” all
lackamith shop in the days when | Kelloge's corn flakes st dirton scene of the 15

pnnual “roundup

jrand tour was a Mage-coachisign, with slight vanations; which!

latlon. John Deere's name still he originated _ ously enough, escaped the tempta-| He could draw from babyhood
ominates 1he place—1ihe splendor= However, “¢thical art™ gradually tion of most youlhs on the: grounds jand occasuionally he turned an un-
us est he ultimaTely fitted oullrrnhdtd ithe “commercial™ accounts io be a cowboy, and at 13 became!tutlored skill to account, Once &% &

| playing,

his imagination & the brim |
years intensive poker
culminating in the Spo-
kane game, taught him o size up §
face |
Next week—Fdear B Cameron. 11
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